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refuse to hear the church, let him be to you as a heathen
man or a publican;' in other words, let him be expelled
from the Christian society. The two precepts, therefore,
differ essentially and cannot be obeyed together. If you
adopt the course prescribed in the one you must deviate
from that prescribed in the other.
Nevertheless the two precepts do not necessarily con-
tradict each other. Christ may mean to distinguish two
kinds of injuries, the one of which is to be resented and
the other to be suffered passively. Or he may mean to
distinguish two classes of men committing injuries.
Whether either of these two suppositions be true, and, if
so, which, will be considered further on. In the mean-
while it is to be noted that in one respect the two precepts
agree; in other words, that from these two commands
of Christ a general Christian law in reference to injuries
may be gathered. For in both precepts it is implied that
every injury that can be committed is to be forgiven on
certain conditions. In the one case we are told that
injuries arc to excite in our minds no resentment at all,
that curses are to be requited with blessings, and perse-
cution with prayers; in the other case we are indeed
commanded to resent the injury, but at the same time
we are commanded to accept in all cases the repentance
of the offender.
Now this law that all injuries whatever are to be
forgiven on certain conditions divides itself, when we
consider it, into two. For it is necessary to examine
separately the maxim that we are to be prepared, as a
general rule, to forgive injuries, and the maxim that there
is no injury so deadly but that it comes under this general
rule. Let us begin, therefore, by examining the rnaxirn

